
Under Sail Aboard Le Ponant - Sicily to the Riviera 
2028
Palermo to Nice

7 nights on board

8 Days
PKG No. UC204

Departs in 2028

25 Aug
Starting from (AUD)

A$17,670
pp share twin

Solo Travel Option
Single Pricing Starts From (AUD)

Contact Agent
pp share twin

Special Offer

PONANT

Mediterranean

Overview
If you've dreamed of sailing the Italian Coastline & French Riviera aboard a luxury 
yacht, this voyage is for you! Explore the Mediterranean in style aboard intimate Le 
Ponant, with unforgettable destinations, personalised service and the simple pleasure 
of travelling under sail. Save up to 30% plus Free Solo Supplement!

Experience the Mediterranean as it was meant to be discovered aboard Le Ponant, 
PONANT's elegant three-masted sailing yacht and the world's first Relais & Châteaux sailing 
yacht. Carrying just 32 guests, this intimate voyage from Palermo to Nice offers a relaxed 
small-ship experience, where friendly, personalised service, easygoing French hospitality and 
great food come together with the simple joy of travelling under sail. Far removed from the 
crowds of larger cruise ships, you'll enjoy access to charming harbours, quiet anchorages and 
some of the Mediterranean's most beautiful coastal landscapes.

Cruise through the sparkling Tyrrhenian Sea and discover the timeless beauty of Italy's most 
iconic coastlines. Wander the colourful streets of Portofino, uncover the unspoilt charm of 
Ponza, soak up the spectacular scenery of the Amalfi Coast, explore the volcanic landscapes 
of the Aeolian Islands, and experience the rich history and culture of Palermo before arriving 
on the glamorous French Riviera in Nice. Along the way, enjoy opportunities to visit UNESCO 
World Heritage-listed sites, picturesque fishing villages, hidden coves and authentic local 
communities that are simply inaccessible to larger vessels.

Life aboard Le Ponant is every bit as memorable as the destinations themselves. Inspired by 
the feel of a private yacht, the beautifully designed interiors create an elegant yet relaxed 
space where everything has been thoughtfully considered. Spacious ocean-view 
accommodations, gourmet dining showcasing regional flavours, premium beverages, attentive 



but discreet service, and an all-inclusive experience allow you to completely unwind while the 
gentle breeze fills the sails. Whether you're relaxing on deck with panoramic Mediterranean 
views, enjoying a swim from the yacht's marina platform or watching the sunset with a glass of 
champagne in hand, every moment is designed to let you settle into the easy rhythm of life at 
sea.

Perfect for discerning travellers seeking an authentic and luxurious Mediterranean cruise, this 
unforgettable voyage blends the romance of traditional sailing with PONANT's signature 
French elegance. With intimate ports of call, exceptional service and the unique privilege of 
exploring the Mediterranean aboard one of the world's most exclusive sailing yachts, this is 
slow travel at its most effortless.

Special Offers

Save up to 30% - Book early and save up to 30%.  Saving is reflected in displayed pricing 
and is subject to availability.

Cruise with PONANT before?  You may be eligible for further savings or benefits.  Please 
ask us for details.

Travelling Solo? This voyage currently has FREE Solo Supplement.  Free Solo Supplement 
is always subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time.  Please ask us for details.

 

Vessel

Sail on board the world's first sailboat to achieve the Relais & Châteaux label, combining 
refinement, serenity and navigation in harmony with the elements.

Features:

All meals on board•
the Open Bar: beginning with boarding, and during the duration of the cruise, a wide 
selection of drinks (mineral water, soft drinks, wine, beer, Charles Heidsieck 
champagne, spirits, coffee, tea) is served on request and at any time of the day. Certain 
premium alcoholic beverages on the menu are not included in the Open Bar,

•

free Wi-Fi internet access 24 hours a day*,•



activities and excursions offered during expedition cruises as specified in the itinerary•
The Le Diamant Panaromaic Resturant •
Sun Deck•
The Marina•
The Lounge and Bar Emeraude•
The Wellness Space•

 
Tonnage: 1,491
Build date: 1991
Crew: 33
Capacity: 32
Length: 88m

Itinerary

Day 1 Palermo, Sicily

Palermo is the guardian of the Sicilian soul. Many have been attracted to this city, the largest 
capital of the Italian islands. Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, 
Normans... Palermo is a rich culmination of so many cultural influences as seen in the 
Moorish designs on the cathedral, and the Byzantine mosaics of the Palatine chapel, which is 
itself housed within the precincts of the Norman palace. You will fall under the spell of the 
palaces, baroque splendours that grace the town with their obsolete beauty. It is thrilling to 
stumble upon one of those fabulous markets, high in colour, and headily picturesque.

Day 2 Lipari, Aeolian Islands / Sailing in front of Stromboli

Of the seven Aeolian islands, this is the largest and the most populated. Lying off the north 
coast of Sicily, in the Tyrrhenian sea, Lipari is one of UNESCO’s marvellous World Heritage 
sites. Its lava stone quarries and obsidian flow of Rocce Rosse are indications of its volcanic 
nature. The town, the largest urban area in the whole archipelago, proudly houses its citadel 
and its castle, both rooted in Antiquity. If you head further into the centre, you’ll be surprised to 
come across a Norman cathedral, complete with a magnificent baroque façade. Like Ulysses 
during his Odyssey, you will have the opportunity to admire the Stromboli, the capricious 
volcano that looms over the Aeolian Islands. Its activity, uninterrupted for thousands of years, 



has earned it the nickname the “Lighthouse of the Mediterranean”.

Day 3 Amalfi

The little town of Campania gives its name to the region containing the magnificent, UNESCO 
World Heritage listed, Amalfi coast. And for good reason. Located at the foot of Mount 
Cerreto, against a rock face of a gorge that opens onto the sea, Amalfi’s absolutely splendid 
natural scenery alone is enough to feast your eyes on before making for the medieval streets 
to explore some of its history. The mix of cultural influences from the Mediterranean Rim is 
omnipresent here.

Day 4 Ponza

Off the coast of Naples, the island of Ponza has always lived outside of time… Also known as 
the island of Circe, where the famous magician who captivated Ulysses was born, this 
magnificent rock, the result of a volcanic eruption, rises from the Tyrrhenian Sea. Faced with 
the wild beauty of this site, you will understand why Ulysses was in no hurry to head off for 
Ithaca. Its rugged coastline of rocks and white or blue-grey cliffs, sculpted by the wind and the 
waves, is full of sea caves that the Romans used to use for bathing. The village of Ponza also 
offers a pretty sight, with its colourful cubic houses forming a semi-circle around the tiny port.

Day 5 Portoferraio, Elba

In the elbow of a creek on the northern coastline of Elba Island, a small corner of paradise 
awaits in the form of Portoferraio. As you approach its coastlines, you will make out the 
powerful and majestic contours of its Medici fortresses. Napoleon Bonaparte spent many of 
his 300 days in exile here. The Palazzina dei Mulini, his first imperial residence, whose 
gardens offer outstanding views of the sea, is a must-see. Historical treasures are followed by 
another kind of treasure, namely white sand beaches, and equally tempting local specialities 
including gurguglione and rice with cuttlefish ink.

Day 6 Porto Venere

Located on the magnificent chiselled coast of Liguria, to the north-west of the Italian 
peninsula, Portovenere is an unusual little fishing village. Clinging to the southernmost tip of 
the Cinque Terre National park, this charming town benefits from an exceptional location, at 
the mouth of the gulf of La Spezia. As soon as you set foot on land, you will be mesmerised 
by the pastel shades of the buildings. Via Capellini is its lively and welcoming main street, 
brimming with shops and restaurants. At the end of a long promenade, a steep road leads to 
Doria castle. Below, on its rocky spur, the Church of Saint Peter offers a splendid view of 
Palmaria island.

Day 7 Portofino

Close to the Cinque Terre, Portofino is the jewel of the Ligurian Riviera. This "small village that 
stretches like a half moon around a silent basin", described by Guy de Maupassant, is today a 
pretty, lively little port that has managed to preserve the authenticity of its maritime traditions, 
which have been recognised since Ancient times. Built in the hollow of a small natural cove 
sheltered by the pine forest, the village is at the heart of a protected maritime reserve. The 
shimmering colours of its house fronts and the exceptional location of this village have 
inspired many authors and artists. You will also see the Portofino lighthouse, immaculate in its 
green setting. Perched on the Punta del Capo, it watches over the peninsula and its postcard 



setting.

Day 8 Nice

Capital of the Cote d’Azur, Nice is surrounded by an amphitheatre of hills and mountains that 
protects it from the wind. You will probably want to explore the Promenade des Anglais, where 
you can sit on one of the famous blue chairs laid out opposite the baie des Anges. The 
Château hill is also a very pleasent place to walk. This is the entrance to the old city, with its 
bustling markets and regional products along the main street, the Cours Saleya.

Special Inclusion

- 7 night luxury expedition cruise aboard PONANT's Le Ponant from Palermo, Sicily (Italy) to 
Nice (France) including: 
- Full board from arrival to departure day 
- High-end gastronomy 
- All beverages - including a selection of champagnes, wines and spirits, beers, cocktails, 
water, soft drinks, hot beverages. Premium beverages are not included. 
- 24-hour room service 
- Unlimited internet access onboard 
- Enrichment talks 
- Access to the fitness area and hammam or sauna, depending on the ship 
- All port and security charges 
- One included excursion per day and per guest is offered. Optional paid excursions are also 
available depending on the port of call.

Special Information
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS & ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Please contact us for the latest information on entry and visa requirements.

INOCULATIONS 
At time of publishing, vaccinations were not required. Please enquire about the latest 
requirements.

RATES  
Rates are per adult, in double or single occupancy as specified. These fares are correct at the 
time of printing and are subject to change; with or without notice.

RATES DO NOT INCLUDE 
Shipboard purchases, gratuities, port taxes other than those specifically provided for, travel 



insurance (which may in some cases be mandatory) and other personal items. Rates quoted 
at the time of printing are based on current costs and are subject to change up to and 
including the date of sailing.
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