Mediterranean Rivieras & Tuscan Fields 2027

15 nights on board Departs in 2027 Starting from (AUD)
PKG No. UC198 pp share twin

Single Pricing Starts From (AUD)
A$28,219

pp share twin

Solo Travel Option

Exclusive Offer

PONANT

Mediterranean

Overview

From Portugal and Spain to the French and Italian Rivieras and the rolling Tuscan hills,
this 25 night package includes 2 luxury cruises as well as a small group tour through
Tuscany. Bellissimo! Book by 20 Sep 2026 and save over $6000 per person! Special
solo offer available as well.

This Ultimate Cruising curated package is one of our best yet! It's one of those itineraries that
has even the most seasoned traveller packing their bags - it's that good!

You'll experience the very best of the Western Mediterranean on one epic luxury journey
combining two exceptional PONANT small ship cruises with an immersive Back-Roads
Touring adventure through Tuscany. From the colourful streets of Lisbon to the glamorous
Italian Riviera and the rolling vineyards of Tuscany, this carefully curated holiday offers the
perfect blend of relaxed luxury, authentic local experiences and unforgettable destinations.

Your journey begins with two nights in Lisbon, giving you time to soak up the city's vibrant
atmosphere before boarding Le Boréal for an extraordinary voyage along the Iberian
Peninsula. Sail from Portugal's Atlantic coast to Spain's Mediterranean shores, discovering the
dramatic Algarve, historic Cadiz, Valencia's remarkable blend of ancient and contemporary
architecture, Tarragona's Roman treasures, charming Peniscola and the beautiful Balearic
island of Menorca before arriving in vibrant Barcelona. Included shore experiences and
PONANT's small-ship access allow you to explore each destination in depth while avoiding
the crowds found on larger cruise ships.

Without unpacking, continue your Mediterranean adventure as you cruise through Southern
France and the Italian Riviera. Explore the medieval splendour of Carcassonne, the elegant
beauty of Provence, the glamour of the Céte d'Azur and the colourful harbour of Portofino.
Discover the breathtaking villages of Cinque Terre, the artistic treasures of Florence or



Volterra, and the dramatic clifftop citadel of Bonifacio in Corsica. This Smithsonian Journeys
voyage enriches every port with expert insight, adding fascinating historical and cultural
perspectives that bring each destination to life.

After disembarking, enjoy an overnight stay in Florence before slowing the pace on a
delightful Back-Roads Touring journey through Tuscany. Travelling in a small group, you'll
venture beyond the tourist trail to discover enchanting medieval villages, vineyard-covered
hills, family-run wineries, artisan food producers and the authentic heart of rural Italy. Wander
the elegant streets of Lucca, admire Renaissance masterpieces, savour local wines and
regional cuisine, enjoy hands-on culinary experiences and soak up the warm hospitality that
makes Tuscany one of Europe's most beloved regions. Back-Roads Touring's relaxed pace,
knowledgeable local tour leaders and intimate group sizes allow for genuine connections and
memorable experiences that larger coach tours simply can't offer.

Late August and early September are among the most rewarding times to explore the
Mediterranean. Long sunny days, warm sea temperatures and lively outdoor cafés create the
perfect atmosphere for cruising, while vineyards and olive groves are bursting with colour as
the harvest season approaches. Coastal towns come alive with local markets and festivals,
yet the shoulder-season atmosphere begins to emerge, making sightseeing more comfortable
and rewarding.

Throughout your cruises, you'll enjoy the signature PONANT experience—elegant French-
inspired small ship luxury, personalised service, refined cuisine, spacious ocean-view
accommodation and an all-inclusive onboard lifestyle. With fewer guests than mainstream
cruise lines, Le Boréal offers access to boutique ports, a relaxed onboard ambience and
attentive service that makes every guest feel genuinely welcomed. Combined with the
authentic charm of Back-Roads Touring, this exclusive journey delivers the perfect balance of
luxury cruising and immersive land exploration.

Special Offers

Book by 30 Sep 2026 and save more than $6000 per person! Saving is included in
displayed pricing and is strictly subject to availability. Please ask us for best availability and
pricing at time of booking.

Solo Traveller Offers - The first cruise in this package offers FREE Solo Supplement in
selected cabins. Please ask us for our special Solo Traveller pricing.

Cruised with PONANT before? You may be eligible for additional savings and benefits.
Please ask for details.



Like Le Soleal and L’Austral, the two sister ships that preceded it, Le Boreal further reaffirms
PONANT's signature approach: to take passengers to the farthest reaches of the planet
onboard five-star ships offering top-of-the-range services.

An elegant appearance and refined interior design combine with cutting-edge technology to
offer a new type of cruising: adventure in a luxury setting.

Features:

All meals on board

the Open Bar: beginning with boarding, and during the duration of the cruise, a wide
selection of drinks (mineral water, soft drinks, wine, beer, Charles Heidsieck
champagne, spirits, coffee, tea) is served on request and at any time of the day. Certain
premium alcoholic beverages on the menu are not included in the Open Bar,

free Wi-Fi internet access 24 hours a day*,

activities and excursions offered during expedition cruises as specified in the itinerary
Spa and Wellness Centre

Swimming pool

Guest Lecturer

Fitness Room

Tonnage: 10944
Build date: 2010
Crew: 145
Capacity: 264
Length: 142m

Itinerary
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Day 1 Lisbon, Portugal

2 Nights accommodation in a 5-star property in Lisbon with breakfast

Day 2 Lisbon, Portugal

Day at own leisure

Day 3 Lisbon, Portugal

Private Car Transfer from Lisbon Hotel to Port / Board Cruise. Portugal’s capital city located
on the banks of the Tagus, only a few kilometres from the Atlantic coast, is a city of
exceptionally rich cultural diversity. At the mouth of the river harbour, impose two UNESCO
World Heritage monuments, Jeronimos monastery and Belem tower. The Alfama hillside is
also worth visiting: known for its fado bars and its Moorish streets, this district is the oldest one
of the city and one of the most typical. Not far from there, Chiado’s elegant streets are home
to big fashion labels and are an invitation to a bit of of luxury shopping.

Day 4 Portimao

At the entrance of the River Arade, Portimao is a former sardine port that has become a
famous seaside city. From this pleasant town, you can explore Silves, the former capital of the
Algarve. The town is dominated by a Moorish castle, one of the best preserved in Portugal.
You can also admire the incredible cathedral with its baroque fagcade, built on the site of an old
mosque. Then you will go to Monchique, a small mountain town surrounded by a forest lush
eucalyptus and cork oaks. In the maze of narrow cobbled streets and whitewashed houses,
you will discover here a wilder and more authentic Algarve.

Day 5 Cadiz

Andalusia’s Cadiz is located on the Costa de la Luz, in the south-west of Spain. From the
beaches of Cortadura, to the flamenco bars of Santa Maria, through the colourful streets of la
Vifia, you will be amazed by this city, which is both steeped in history and extremely festive. In
the medieval El Populo district, you will stroll along covered passages in the narrow gaps



between houses. You will also be able to mosey around the lush Mina square. The star of the
show is the magnificent cathedral and its dome crowned with yellow porcelain, presiding
above the Ocean.

Day 6 At sea

During your journey at sea, make the most of the many services and activities on board. Treat
yourself to a moment of relaxation in the spa or stay in shape in the fithess centre. Depending
on the season, let yourself be tempted by the swimming pool or a spot of sunbathing. This
journey without a port of call will also be an opportunity to enjoy the conferences or shows
proposed on board, depending on the activities offered, or to do some shopping in the
boutique or to meet the PONANT photographers in their dedicated space. As for lovers of the
open sea, they will be able to visit the ship’s upper deck to admire the spectacle of the waves
and perhaps be lucky enough to observe marine species. A truly enchanted interlude,
combining comfort, rest and entertainment.

Day 7 Valencia

Valencia - the city of Art and Sciences. Two hearts beat in this Spanish city: one is modern,
avantgarde and almost futuristic; the other is more provincial, more traditional and nostalgic.
Valencia has the temperament of a great Mediterranean city whose wide avenues form a
border around the old town. The city has an abundance of architectural styles that coexist
harmoniously, but above all it resolutely embraces the 21st Century with the futuristic
structures of its Agora congress centre and City of Arts and Sciences, emerging from a crystal
blue pool.

Day 8 Peniscola

Considered one of Spain’s most beautiful villages, Pefiscola overlooks the turquoise sea,
charming visitors with its cobbled streets and whitewashed houses. But it is above all the
imposing castle perched on its rocky promontory that commands attention. Built by the
Templars, and later converted into a papal residence under Benedict Xlll, it overlooks the
medieval old town and its shaded squares, craft shops, and traditional restaurants. The latter
perfectly capture the richness of the culinary tradition in the Castellon region, renowned for its
local products such as wine and olive oil.

Day 9 Tarragona

Tarragona is situated on the Costa Dorada, in the south of Spain’s Catalonia region. Known
as Tarraco in Roman times, the city boasts very important archaeological and architectural
vestiges that are magnificently well preserved. These earned it a place on the UNESCO World
Heritage list in 2000. Do not miss this opportunity to visit the Roman amphitheatre, which is
located on a beautiful natural site by the sea and is exceptionally well preserved. A stroll
through the streets of the old medieval town to the cathedral, which was completed in the 14th
century, is a wonderful way to end your visit to this welcoming city.

Day 10 Menorca

Minorca’s charm lies in its unspoilt authenticity and varied landscapes. The whitewashed
streets of Ciutadella and Mahon invite you to wander through sun-drenched squares and past
balconies adorned with flowers, while the harbours come alive with the to-and-fro of boats and
bustling pavement cafés. The coves with turquoise waters and beaches of fine sand are the



perfect setting for a swim or a spot of relaxation. With its historic heritage, picturesque villages
and unspoilt nature, Minorca reveals a subtle Mediterranean charm, offering a gentle way of
life and breathtaking panoramas.

Day 11 Barcelona

Located on the seashore between the mountains of Montjuic and Tibidabo, Barcelona offers
its many visitors a perfect blend of tradition and modernism. Truly an open-air museum, the
“prodigious town” reveals an astonishing range of artistic treasures and museums, combining
Roman ruins, medieval districts and a number of avant-garde elements from the 20th Century.
Over the years, it has been marked by some of the greatest artists, such as Picasso, Mir6 or
Gaudi, most of whose work has been listed as World Heritage Sites by UNESCO. Take the
time to stroll along the Ramblas and enjoy the gentle, typically Mediterranean lifestyle of the
capital of Catalonia.

Day 12 Sete

The port of Séte, referred to by locals as the "Venice of Languedoc" because of its many
canals, is a resort town known for its beaches and a thriving center of art. It’s also the gateway
to nearby treasures of the Occitanie, including Nimes, home to an exquisitely preserved
Roman Amphitheater and the beautiful 18th-century Jardins de la Fontaine. The cities of
Narbonne and Carcassonne are also within easy reach and serve as an introduction to the
history and culture of this region. In Narbonne, you will want to visit the Palais des
Archevéques and its Archaeological Museum, and in Carcassonne, you will be awed by the
medieval citadel, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Day 13 Marseille

The oldest harbour in France, Marseille is the city where PONANT has chosen to set up its
company headquarters. Heart vibrating in its setting of Mediterranean Calanques, it reveals its
raw and authentic beauty, made up of a thousand influences and cultures which, over the
centuries, have made up its wealth. A stroll through the Old Port will allow you to discover the
places corresponding to the city founded by the Greeks as well as Notre-Dame-de-la-Garde
Basilica, with its astonishing neo-Byzantine architecture, which overlooks it. Close to the
quays, the Place de Lenche, which covers the ancient agora, will be perfect for a break in one
of its lively cafés before melting into the maze of narrow streets with colourful houses in the
Panier district, just a stone's throw away.

Day 14 Nice

Capital of the Cote d’Azur, Nice is surrounded by an amphitheatre of hills and mountains that
protects it from the wind. You will probably want to explore the Promenade des Anglais, where
you can sit on one of the famous blue chairs laid out opposite the baie des Anges. The
Chateau hill is also a very pleasent place to walk. This is the entrance to the old city, with its
bustling markets and regional products along the main street, the Cours Saleya.

Day 15 Portofino

Close to the Cinque Terre, Portofino is the jewel of the Ligurian Riviera. This "small village that
stretches like a half moon around a silent basin", described by Guy de Maupassant, is today a
pretty, lively little port that has managed to preserve the authenticity of its maritime traditions,
which have been recognised since Ancient times. Built in the hollow of a small natural cove



sheltered by the pine forest, the village is at the heart of a protected maritime reserve. The
shimmering colours of its house fronts and the exceptional location of this village have
inspired many authors and artists. You will also see the Portofino lighthouse, immaculate in its
green setting. Perched on the Punta del Capo, it watches over the peninsula and its postcard
setting.

Day 16 Porto Venere

Located on the magnificent chiselled coast of Liguria, to the north-west of the Italian
peninsula, Portovenere is an unusual little fishing village. Clinging to the southernmost tip of
the Cinque Terre National park, this charming town benefits from an exceptional location, at
the mouth of the gulf of La Spezia. As soon as you set foot on land, you will be mesmerised
by the pastel shades of the buildings. Via Capellini is its lively and welcoming main street,
brimming with shops and restaurants. At the end of a long promenade, a steep road leads to
Doria castle. Below, on its rocky spur, the Church of Saint Peter offers a splendid view of
Palmaria island.

Day 17 Livorno / Florence

On the ligurian coast, Livorno invites us to Tuscany, a charming region offering archaeological
vestiges, Renaissance treasures, undulating landscapes and a pleasant way of life. When the
Medicis arrived in the 16th century they developed the city, which became one of the most
important ports in the Mediterranean. Cosmopolitan and multireligious, Livorno has welcomed
many immigrants and is a wonderful example of cultural diversity. Built during that period,
Fortezza Vecchia and Fortezza Nuova attest to the city’s power. At the foot of the new fort,
Nuova Venezia is an enchanting district with small canals and streets to stroll along to
discover a few architectural treasures, such as the magnificent Santa Caterina da Siena
church in the Tuscan baroque style. Private Car Transfer from Port to Florence Hotel. 1 Night
accommodation book with tour.

Day 18 Florence

Colours as rich as the melodies that chime in the heart of the city, Tuscany’s romantic capital
is where we begin our journey. We’'ll meet our Tour Leader and fellow travellers at the hotel
before a short amble through the Renaissance streets to our first taste of Tuscan cuisine.
Wafts of creamy pesto tortellini and sweet tiramisu will hit as we settle into our seats. Is your
mouth watering yet?

Day 19 Florence — Lucca

Nothing says Buongiorno Italia! like a cup of smooth cappuccino and a plate of flaky cornetti
(Italian croissants) fresh from the oven. Bellies adequately filled, we’ll meet our local guide
who'll share legendary tales like those of two families and their aristocratic influence — the
Pazzi and the Medici. What will you make of their bloody-yet-beautiful tapestry of artistry,
executions and charismatic allure? Before we gather for the first journey in our luxury
minicoach, there’s time to enjoy a bite of focaccia (Italian flatbread) or schiacciata (Tuscan
flatbread). Your Tour Leader will be able to point you in the direction of their favourite haunts!
Ciao Lucca! Get to know the small city affectionately nicknamed “the town of a hundred
churches” during some free time. Seek the Puccini Museum — the birthplace of Giacomo
Puccini, famed opera composer. Or visit one of the many churches and let their mosaic
facades enrapture you...



Day 20 Lucca - Cinque Terre — Lucca

Postcards and photographs don’t do the Cinque Terre justice when it comes to the candy-
coloured houses surrounded by laps of shimmering teal waters. We'll begin today’s venture in
La Spezia where our Tour Leader will walk us past places that take you beyond the surface.
Then, the journey you take is completely your own. Between soaking up blue views that blur
between sky and sea and hopping on and off the train between villages, you're sure to feel the
rumblings of your stomach... Our suggestion for lunch: seafood. For fried food fanatics who
love salty goodness, frittura mista (mixed fry) is the dish to find! Fried shrimp, squid and
calamari are tumbled together with a side of chips — deliziosa! Back to Lucca for the evening
where a hint of opera twirls in the air. Perhaps your journey will take you along the Le Mura di
Lucca for a wander into the past. Or maybe the hint of crushed ruby red grapes swirling in a
sparkling glass calls to you in Piazza dell’Anfiteatro...

Day 21 Lucca — Pisa — Volterra

A short and comfortable drive away from Lucca is the next stop of our Tuscan adventure:
Pisa. Practice your scusami for a passerby to take a group photo and strike a pose! Then,
wander the city, soaking up the Romanesque architecture that reflects the city’s host of stories
about structural blunders and maritime adventures. As the sun begins to dip into its afternoon
glow, we’ll turn our attention towards Volterra. Mismatched stone buildings swept in a warm
breeze, red-roof tiles baked under daylight and squares gilded in gold... wherever you turn a
secret waits to reveal itself. Savour every moment as you get acquainted with this town before
we come together for a group dinner at a local restaurant. Here, the chef will dish up a
selection of cured meats, unsalted bread and bruschetta. For main? A traditional Italian dish
will be scrawled on your menu — best enjoyed with a smooth glass of wine.

Day 22 Volterra — San Gimignano and Siena - Pienza

Hope your trainers are laced tight for the day ahead! First up: San Gimignano. Our Tour
Leader will take us to one of the most famous (and award-winning!) gelateria shops. Will you
try an innovative flavour such as rosemary, parmigiano, or pumpkin? From one Tuscan treat
to another — we have a wine tasting to get to. Our host will share tales from the mahogany
wine cellar before taking us upstairs to the restaurant. There, a selection of meats, olives and
cheese will be served. Sample and swirl a glass of red and a glass of white, noting the distinct
ingredients blended in these local wines. Our next stop is medieval Siena. Settled upon a
Tuscan hill like many of her sisters, Siena is a small city filled with yellow-painted buildings
that smoulder pink when the sun begins to dip. Here, our Tour Leader will walk us past Siena
Cathedral — the Gothic crown amongst medieval treasures. We’'ll wrap up our day in Pienza.
Stop for a plate of tagliata di rosmarino (rosemary tagliatelle) and watch as locals live their
lives with a pinch of dolce far niente.

Day 23 Pienza

Are you more likely to nibble at a piece of cheese or take a whole chunk? Your small group
will find out during this morning’s tasting at a local farm shop with sweeping views of the
Tuscan countryside. We'll sample a range of pecorino cheese — famous in this part of the
world. Dotted along the table will also be an array of condiments: balsamic vinegar, olive oll,
salt... It's not just a tasting, it's a miniature feast; one that will entice you to buy your own slab
(or two) of pecorino cheese to take home for a taste of Italy when our adventure ends. Be
honest, how many espressos have you tallied during this adventure so far? With an entire



afternoon and evening to do as you please in Pienza, why not stop at a local café for another?
Or perhaps you wish to get lost amongst the maze of alleyways you were introduced to when
we first arrived in this rural city. Your Tour Leader is on hand with any questions you pepper
them with — perhaps they have a favourite restaurant or scenic vista of their own to share with
you.

Day 24 Pienza — Rural Tuscany

All aboard the minicoach this morning for a journey through the rolling hills of the Chianti
countryside to our final accommodation. It will not disappoint — especially as we have a hands-
on cooking class to attend! Surrounded by rustic beams, shiny tiles and fields of forest green,
the farm-turned-hotel's in-house chef will greet us in the restaurant. Here, we’ll powder our
hands with dusty dough, mix thick tomatoes into a sauce that drips off the spoon and dangle
thick tagliatelle in the air. Take a moment to bask in this memory. It's sure to be one filled with
warmth and laughter. Once the plates are cleared after devouring our heartily made lunch, the
afternoon is yours. Read the last few chapters of the book that’s been tucked away whilst
you’'ve been on your own adventure. Get acquainted with the hotel’s majestic creatures during
a languid horse ride through the grounds. Or practice your tennis skills in a singles or doubles
game as the ltalian sun beams down. Tonight is our farewell dinner where we’ll clink glasses,
swap stories and say “salute!” to a group, a time and a place that nobody else will ever
experience the way we have.

Day 25 Rural Tuscany — Florence

The last day of our journey together is here, but the adventure’s not over until we're back in
Florence where we’ll part ways. Before we say our goodbyes, we’ll head to an oil mill in rural
Tuscany. Surrounded by olive groves that fill the air with a sweet scent, we’ll learn about the
two types of trees that grow and change with every season. After our guided tour, we'll sit
together one last time for an olive oil tasting. Compare the notes and textures of the liquid
splashed across crumbling bread for one final taste of Italy (until you return in the near
future!). There’s a cosy shop at the mill, too, so you can buy a bottle or two to take home with
you. As we climb into our luxury minicoach for the last leg of our adventure, sit back and
watch as the countryside transforms into city life once more — and replay all the moments, big
and small, that now exist in your memory.

» 2 Nights accommodation in Lisbon at a 5-star property with breakfast
* Private Car transfer from Lisbon to Port
+ 8 Night luxury cruise on Ponant Le Boreal from Lisbon (Portugal) to Barcelona (Spain)



including:

* Full board from arrival to departure day

* High-end gastronomy in all restaurants

+ All beverages in restaurants, bars, and minibars. All drinks are included* (a selection of
champagnes, wines and spirits, beers, cocktails, water, soft drinks, hot beverages)

* 24-hour room service

» Transfers and luggage handling from the airport in Lisbon to the ship on the day of
embarkation

 Gratuities for ship crew and for guides and drivers on land

* Unlimited internet access onboard

« Evening events, shows, and other entertainment

» Access to the fitness area and hammam or sauna, depending on the ship

 All port and security charges

* One included excursion per day and per guest is offered. Optional paid excursions are
also available depending on the port of call.

+ 7 Night luxury cruise on Ponant Le Boreal from Barcelona (Spain) to Livorno (Italy)
including:

* A program of onboard enrichment provided by two Smithsonian Journeys Experts,
including marine biologist Mar Stiles and historian Craig Benjamin.

* Full board from arrival to departure day

* High-end gastronomy in all restaurants

 All beverages in restaurants, bars, and minibars. All drinks are included* (a selection of
champagnes, wines and spirits, beers, cocktails, water, soft drinks, hot beverages)

* 24-hour room service

* One included activity in each port of call

 Gratuities for ship crew and for guides and drivers on land

* Unlimited internet access onboard

* Evening events, shows, and other entertainment

» Access to the fithess area and hammam or sauna, depending on the ship

 All port and security charges

 Private Car transfer from Port to Hotel in Florence

* 1 Night accommodation Florence / BackRoads Touring - Pre Tour Hotel book with tour

» 7 Night BackRoads Touring - Tuscan Treats / Florence to Florence including:

* Hotel accommodation in superior properties throughout

* 11 meals as indicated in itinerary

+ 8 Sightseeing excursions/activities

» Services of tour leader and driver

* Transport in luxury minicoach

*Excluding premium a la carte beverages.

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS & ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Please contact us for the latest information on entry and visa requirements.

INOCULATIONS
At time of publishing, vaccinations were not required. Please enquire about the latest
requirements.



RATES
Rates are per adult, in double or single occupancy as specified. These fares are correct at the
time of printing and are subject to change; with or without notice.

RATES DO NOT INCLUDE

Shipboard purchases, gratuities, port taxes other than those specifically provided for, travel
insurance (which may in some cases be mandatory) and other personal items. Rates quoted
at the time of printing are based on current costs and are subject to change up to and
including the date of sailing.
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